NATO

I. NATO was drawn up in 1949 and was signed and ratified by 12 countries (Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the UK, and the USA.)

Greece and Turkey acceded to the treaty in 1952, the FRG in 1955, Spain in 1982.

II. In the Treaty members of NATO reaffirm their faith in the principles and purposes of the Charter of the UN. 

a). They express their determination to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of their peoples founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law.

b) They resolve to unite their efforts for promoting collective defence, stability and wellbeing in the region and for the preservation of peace and security.

c) Members of NATO undertake (promise to do smth.) to settle any international disputes in which they may be involved by peaceful means, and to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force.

d) At the same time they  agree that an armed attack against one or more of them shall be considered an attack against them all.

And referring to Article 51 of the Charter of the UN each of them agrees to assist the party or parties if an armed attack occurs.

e) Any party may withdraw from the treaty one year after its notice of denunciation has been given and may be acceded to the treaty if it agrees to further the principles of the treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.

f) The high authority of the alliance is the North Atlantic Council, which consists of representatives of all member states. It meets at ministerial level at least twice a year, while the Permanent Representatives meet at least once a week at the NATO Headquarters in Brussels.


Military policy is determined by the Defence Planning Committee. There are also a lot of civil institutions dealing with political, scientific, Environmental and economic affairs, nuclear and Civil Emergency planning, etc.


The Secretary general is Chairman of the NAC and of the Defence Planning Committee as well as being Head of the International Secretariat, whose staff is drawn from all member countries. NATO secretary General is Jaap de Hoop Scheffer  (the Netherlands, 2004) .

After the end of the Cold War and the disappearance of the Warsaw Pact, (1991) the thrust of NATO shifted to building of trust and coope ration with non-member countries.


In the 1990s NATO took certain decisions for reforming its role. These decisions included continuation of collective defence, opening – up to new members, cooperation with non-members under the Partnership for Peace program launched in 1994 for increasing operational capabilities and developing new security relationships, accepting Peace Keeping missions in other regions.


In May 1999 the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland became the members of NATO.


The candidacy of these 3 states was strongly opposed by Russia, which viewed NATO expansion eastward as an encroachment on its sphere of influence. But the collapse of communist governments all across Eastern Europe and Moscow’s abandonment of control over them meant the dissipation of much of the military threat, giving new opportunities for NATO to forge the new partnership programs. 


In May 1997 the NATO – Russia Permanent Joint Council for consultation and cooperation was created.


Apart from this NATO participates in operations to combat civil emergencies, cooperates in scientific and environmental fields, stands for a role in defending democracy, peaceful political and economic progress and human rights.


As a result, another group of 7 states became the members of NATO in April 2004: Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Rumania.  

Central Asia and especially Kazakhstan has been regularly cooperating with NATO under the Partnership for Peace Programme since 1997.


NATO has been training Central Asian Peacekeeping Battalions named CentrAsBats for international peacekeeping. The CentrAsBats are organized, armed, equipped and trained in conformity with NATO standards. The KazBAT of the RK is the first unit of the CentrAsBats which sent its contingents to Iraq.

On April 4, 2008 at the Bucharest Summit of NATO two more states – Croatia and Albania became the members of the Alliance.
Notes to the text:
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Kazakhstan  as a Subject of International Law.

International law is the outcome of man's endeavors to extend into the field of interstate relations the rule of law and the respect for law which exists within the state.


The sources of IL are, in brief: treaties, custom, general principles of law, judicial precedents and the writings of leading authorities.

The instruments recording international agreements have various titles: agreement, arrangement, convention, declaration, exchange of notes, general act, modus vivendi, process-verbal, protocol, or statute.

To be a subject of international law means to assume certain international rights and obligations arising from the generally recognized rules and norms of international law .

It is generally accepted that in order to become a subject of international law, a state must have a defined territory, a permanent population and a sovereign government which therefore has the capacity to enter into relations with other states. 

Sovereign (primary) subjects of international law are the states striving for their independence. The status of a state as a subject of international law is based on the fact if there is such a political and legal quality as sovereignty.


The principle of respect of state sovereignty is the most unshakeable principle of international law.

Non-sovereign or secondary subjects of international law are different international intergovernmental organizations whose international legal status is based not on sovereignty, but on agreements of sovereign states.


The Republic of Kazakhstan after gaining its independence in December 1991 was recognized de jure by many states without any doubt as to the permanency of the government so recognized.


Since 1991 Kazakhstan has started to exercise the normal international functions of a sovereign state with reciprocal responsibilities in international law and to conclude and formally sign bilateral and multilateral treaties; establish formal diplomatic relations.


Being subjects of IL states are under an obligation to " settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered".


Such methods or means include: negotiations, good offices, conciliation, mediation, commissions of inquiry and arbitration.


Negotiation is the primary vehicle for attaining settlement on the international scene, as peaceful coexistence and conciliation are seen as being more important than the characterization of one state as " guilty" and another as " innocent".

Worldwide Foreign Policy


Every state is a member of an international community. And any action or behaviour of an individual state, whether it is responsible or irresponsible, peaceful or aggressive, can affect the whole.


The main objective of any state in its relations with other states is to direct and influence these relations for its own maximum advantage. But at the same time it has the responsibility of formulating its policies towards other states and managing its relations in the interests of world harmony.


Therefore, any state in formulating its foreign policy for the management of international relations and the reconciliation of diverse foreign policy priorities must clearly differentiate the concepts, methods, goals and strategies of foreign policy.


The concept of foreign policy refers to all attempts made by national governments to influence relations with, between and within other states. Contrary to domestic policy, foreign policy is conducted outside the legal boundaries of the state, in an environment where the state has no jurisdiction.


Methods of influencing (the capacity to bring about desired outcomes or to prevent undesired ones).

1. Diplomatic persuasion.

2. Economic rewards.

3. Economic punishments.

4. Threat of violence.

5. Use of military force.

Goals of foreign policy:

1. National security and international stability.

2. National economic interests and development.

3. Enhancement of National Status and prestige.

4. Promotion of International Law and human rights.

Strategies of foreign policy.

1. Diplomatic self-reliance.

2. Balancing ) = mobilizing or organizing counter-weight to neutralize the influence of the strongest power).

3. Bandwagoning (= siding or accommodating with the strongest power).

4. Bridge - building.

International relations are relations among nations and not only among the leaders of states.

In today's world we simply cannot afford to shut ourselves off from what goes on beyond our borders.


We need to promote internationally the interests of our states and to contribute to strong world community.


It is important to remove mistrust, to build up confidence among the states and to undertake effective international actions to counter the menace of drugs, terrorism and international crime.


It is governments that are responsible for each other, for our planet, and most of all, for the future security and well-being of succeeding generations.


The recent events of September 11 in the USA, a number of explosions in Moscow, taking hostages of more than 700 innocent people in " Nord Ost" have shown that no country is immune from attacks.


The dragged out Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ceaseless war in Chechnya, America's short and devastating campaign against Afghanistan, the inability of the international community in the case of Kosovo, the genocide in Rwanda and the massacre in Srebrenica the pursuit of the Iraqi leader and many other events in trouble spots can be viewed a tragedy of the contemporary world.


The increased terrorism alert has given rise to a new policy of 

" preemption", " humanitarian intervention" and military actions for self-defence purposes. But none of these actions can be justified unless they are based on legitimate and universal principles.

Recognition of States and Governments.


Recognition of states and governments is essentially a political decision.


It happens when the character of a state undergoes a fundamental change. It may change territorially, or disappear altogether, or a new state or states may emerge as a result of cession, amalgamation, federation, secession or subdivision. A vivid example of such kind of process is the collapse of the Soviet Union: 15 independent states have emerged on the territory of the former USSR and have been recognized by the world community.


It is generally accepted that in order to be recognized as a subject of international law, a state must have a defined territory, a permanent population and a sovereign government, which therefore has the capacity to enter into relations with other states.


There are two ways of recognition of governments: de facto recognition and de jure recognition.


De facto recognition enables governments to exercise the normal international functions of a sovereign state with reciprocal responsibilities in international law, but are not eligible to conclude and formally sign bilateral treaties, establish formal diplomatic relations or issue exequaturs. These acts are considered to imply or require recognition de jure.


Recognition de facto is generally accepted as an indication that recognition de jure will be accorded in due time. It is often used, when there is an element of doubt as to the permanency of the government to be recognized. In the event of civil war a substantial part of the territory, of a state is held and administered by an administration other than that of the de jure recognition, and it is possible for the rebel administration to be granted de facto recognition in that part of the territory that it administers.

The UNO. The International Court of Justice.

The International Court of Justice is one of the principal bodies of the UNO. The activity and functions of the ICJ are determined by the charter of the UN and the provisions of the Statute of the ICJ. The Statute of the ICJ makes up an integral part of the Charter of the UN, that's why all members of the UN are ipso facto ( в силу самого факта) parties to the Statute of the Court.


Non-subscribing members may become parties to the Court's Statute on conditions determined in each case by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council.


The Court consists of 15 judges elected for a nine-year term by the General Assembly and the Security Council, each organ voting independently. The judges are elected on the basis of their nationality; and no two judges may be nationals of the same state. They retire in groups of 5 every three years. 


The functions of the Court are two fold:

1) to give judgement on all contentions cases referred to it by states by mutual consent, and on all matters specially provided for in the UN Charter, in treaties or in conventions;

2) to give advisory opinions ( консультативные заключения) in legal questions referred to it ( по запросу) by any branch of the UN or its Agencies.

Its decisions, which are final, are only binding between the parties concerned, and in respect of a particular dispute.


The official languages of the Court are English and French, but the Court is bound to allow a party to use whatever language it chooses. The Court is situated at the Hague.

The United Nations' Organization

The foundation of the UN was laid at the Dumberton Oaks Conference in Washington, D.C. in August -–September, 1944 when the Second W.W. was coming to its final stage.

The emergence of the UN as an international organization, as a Standing Diplomatic Conference expressed the will of the peoples to prevent another war and “ to save succeeding generations from the scourge of another war”.


The Charter of the UN signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 by 51 states came into force on October 24, 1945 after it had been ratified by the Five Great Powers – the USSR, the USA, the UK, France and China, and by the majority of the other founder –states. October 24 is now marked each year as United Nations Day.

The Charter is divided into 111 articles grouped in 19 Chapters.


The democratic principles of international relations- the principles of equality, sovereignty and self- determination of peoples were built into the Charter and they were and are being widely supported by all those, who are concerned about international peace and security.


The main purposes to which all member-states subscribe are as follows:

1) to maintain international peace and security by taking effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to peace;

2) to develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples;

3) to achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

4) to be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common ends.

The UN is based on six principal organs: 

1) the  General Assembly;

2)  the Security Council;

3) the  Economic and Social Council;

4)  the Trusteeship Council;

5) the International Court of Justice;

6) the Secretariat.

Membership is open to all the states which accept the obligations contained in the Charter, and are able and willing to carry them out.

A member -state,  which has persistently violated the principles of the Charter may be expelled from the UN by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council.


At present 190 states are the members of the United Nations.


The official languages of the UN in terms of the Charter are Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.

Arabic has been added as an official language of the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council.
The General Assembly.

The General Assembly is composed of representatives of all member nations. Each nation may send not more than 5 representatives to each session. But each nation is entitled to one vote.


Subject to the proviso of the Charter the functions of the General Assembly are:

· to consider and discuss any matter within the scope of the Charter relating to the maintenance of international peace and security;

· to call the attention of the Security Council to situations which are likely to endanger international peace and security;

· to make recommendations to the S.C;

· to receive and consider annual and special reports from the S.C. and from the other organs of the UN;

· to consider and to approve the UN budget and any financial and budgetary arrangements with the Specialized Agencies and to examine their budgets;

The regular sessions of the GA as a rule begin in New York on the 3rd Tuesday in September each year and continue until mid-December, but special sessions may be called by the Secretary-General at the request of the SC or of a majority of members of the UN.


Every year the GA elects a new President, 21 Vice presidents and the Chairman for 7 Assembly's Main Committees. The Presidency of the GA rotates each year among 5 groups of states: African, Asian, Eastern European, Latin American and Western European and other states.


The work of the GA is coordinated and organized by two procedural committees: the General Committee and the Credentials Committee. (мандатный ком.)
The main Committees of the General Assembly are:

1. First Committee: Disarmament and related (смежные) international security matters;.

2. Special Political Committee;

3. Economic and Financial;

4. Social, Humanitarian and Cultural;

5. Trusteeship and non self-governing territories;

6. Administrative and Budgetary

7. Legal.

There are two Standing Committees: the Committee on Contributions and the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters. Subsidiary (вспом.) and ad hoc committees are set up from time to time to deal with specific problems. Voting in the GA is by simple majority of the members present and voting, except in the following circumstances, when the necessary majority is the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting: for example, recommendation with respect to the maintenance of international peace and security; the admission or the expulsion of members or budgetary questions.

A member in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the UN is not entitled to vote.
The Security Council.

The Security Council consists of 15 members, 5 with permanent seats: the USA, Russia, the UK, China and France.

The remaining 10 non-permanent members are elected for a term of 2 years by the General Assembly. They are not eligible for immediate re-election.


The Security Council has the primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security and the member nations agree to carry out its decisions.


The SC may investigate any dispute that threatens international peace and security.

Decisions of the SC require the affirmative votes of 9 members including the concurring votes of the 5 permanent members, except on procedural matters, when the affirmative votes of any nine members suffice. 

Amendments to the Charter require to be ratified by all the 5 permanent members of the Council.


In the course of the settlement of disputes any member of the Security Council who is a party to a dispute is required to abstain from voting.


Dependent Bodies of the Security Council are:

The UN Disengagement Observer force;

The UN Peacekeeping Force; (Cyprus)

The UN Interim Force; (Lebanon)

The UN Military Observer Group (in India & Pakistan);

The UN Truce Supervision Organization (Palestine)


The powers of the Security Council are specified in Chapter VI (Pacific settlement of disputes) and in Chapter VII (Action with respect to threats to the peace, breaches of the peace, and acts of aggression.


In terms of these chapters the Security Council is empowered to decide what measures will be taken to maintain or restore international peace and security.

The Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan


We, people of Kazakhstan, united by a common historic fate creating a state on the indigenous Kazakh land, considering ourselves a peaceloving and civil society, dedicated to the ideals of freedom, equality and concord, wishing to take a worthy place in the world community, realizing our high responsibility before the present and future generations proceeding from our sovereign right, accept this Constitution.


The new Constitution of the RK proposed by the President of the RK and the people of Kazakhstan at the republican referendum on August 30, 1995 was adopted and came into force on September 5, 1995.


The new Constitution of the RK consists of 9 sections and 98 articles.

Section 1 – General Provisions

Section 2 _ The Individual and Citizen

Section 3 – President

Section 4 – Parliament

Section 5 – Government

Section 6 – Constitutional Council

Section 7 – Court and Justice

Section 8 – Local Public Administration and Self-Administration

Section 9 – Concluding and Transitional Provisions


The Constitution of the RK has the highest juridical force and direct effect on the entire territory of the Republic. The provisions of the Constitution, the laws corresponding to it, other regulatory legal acts, international treaties and other commitments of the Republic as well as regulatory resolutions of the Constitutional Council and the Supreme Court are the functioning law in the RK.


Amendments and additions to the Constitution of the RK may be introduced only by an all-nation referendum held by the decision of the President of the Republic made on his own initiative, at the recommendation of Parliament or the Government. The draft of amendments and additions to the Constitution will not be submitted to an all-nation referendum if the President decides to pass it to the consideration of Parliament. In this case, Parliament's decision will be adopted according to the procedure established by this Constitution.


The unitary status and territorial integrity of the Republic, the forms of government may not be changed.


The constitutional laws must be adopted within a year from the day of enactment of the Constitution. If the laws called constitutional in the Constitution or the acts having the force there of have been adopted by the moment of enactment of the Constitution, they are brought into accordance with the Constitution and deemed to be Constitutional laws of the RK.


Other laws named in the Constitution must be adopted according to the procedure and within the terms determined by the Parliament but not later than two years after enactment of the Constitution.


The legislation of the RK functioning at the moment of enactment of this Constitution will be applied in the part that does not contradict it and within two years from the day of the adoption of the Constitution must be brought into accordance with it.


In accordance with this Constitution every citizen of the Republic has right and bears responsibility owing to his citizenship. Human rights and freedoms belong to everyone by virtue of birth, must be recognized as absolute and inalienable and define the contents and implementation of laws and other regulatory legal acts.


Everyone is equal before the law and court. No one must be subject to any discrimination for reasons of origin, social property status, occupation, sex, race, nationality, language, attitude towards religion, convictions, place of residence or any other circumstances. Human rights and freedoms of an individual and citizen may be limited only by laws and only to the extent necessary for protection of the constitutional system, defence of Public order, human rights and freedoms, health and morality of the population.


Any actions capable of upsetting interethnic concord will be deemed unconstitutional and punished by law.

The World Trade Organization (WTO)

The WTO, created on January 1, 1995 is the legal and institutional foundation of the multilateral trading system Its predecessor, the GATT (the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) was established on a provisional basis after World War II, in January 1948. As time went by, it became clear that the GATT had two major drawbacks – the limited areas of trade it covered and the lack of a binding mechanism to settle disputes. A mamoth round of seven years of trade talks ending in 1994, the so-called Uruguay Round, finally gave birth to the WTO, complete with a binding dispute mechanism and a new mandate covering trade in goods, services and “trade in ideas” of intellectual property. The GATT applied only to trade in merchandise goods.


The WTO is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It began its work with 125 countries, but now it has 145 with 20 more waiting to join.


The essential functions of the WTO are:

· administering and implementing the multilateral and plurilateral trade  agreements which together make up the WTO;

· acting as a forum for multilateral trade negotiations;

· seeking to resolve trade disputes;

· overseeing national trade policies; and

· cooperating with other international institutions involved in global economic policy-making.

Under the terms of the Uruguay Round, member countries are required to lower customs duties and non-tariff barriers on foreign products. At the heart of the system is the most-favoured nation principle, meaning a country should not discriminate between its trading partners.

If one country is granted a special favour then the same treatment has to be given to all other WTO members.


The structure of the WTO is dominated by its highest authority, the Ministerial Conference,  composed of representatives of all WTO members, which are to meet at least every two years and which can take decisions on all matters under any of the multilateral trade agreements.


The day-to-day work of the WTO is essentially carried out by the General Council, also composed of all WTO members which is required to report to the Ministerial Conference.

As the General Council conducts its regular work on behalf of the Ministerial Conference, it convenes in two particular forms – as the Dispute Settlement Committee to oversee the dispute settlement procedures and as the Trade Policy Review Body, to conduct regular reviews of the trade policies of individual WTO members.


The General Council delegates responsibility to three other major bodies, namely:

· the Council for Trade in Goods;

· the Council for Trade in Services;

· the Council for Trade-Related Aspects of International Property Rights

(Совет по Охране Авторских Прав).

Three other bodies are established by the Ministerial Conference and report to the General Council.

They are as follows:

· the Committee on Trade and Development which is concerned with issues relating to the developing countries;

· the Committee on Balance of Payments which is responsible for consultations between WTO members and countries which take trade-restrictive measures, in order to cope with payment difficulties;

· the Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration which considers issues relating to WTO’s financing and budget.

The work of the WTO is undertaken by representatives of member governments. Trade policies and negotiating positions are formulated in capitals usually with a substantial advisory input from private firms, business organizations, farmers as well as consumer and other interest groups. Most countries have a diplomatic mission in Geneva, sometimes headed by a special Ambassador to the WTO, whose officials attend meetings of the negotiating and administrative bodies at the WTO headquarters. Sometimes expert representatives are sent to put forward their governments views on specific questions.


As a result of regional economic integration – in the form of customs and free trade areas and looser political and geographic arrangements – some groups of countries act together in the WTO with a single spokesperson in meetings and negotiations.


The largest and most comprehensive grouping is the European Union with its 25 member states.


The EU is a customs union with a single external trade policy and tariff. The EU is a member of the WTO in its own right as are each of its member states.


In 2002 Supachai Panitchpakdi (Thailand) was named to hold the post of the organization’s Director General for three years.

Notes to the text:

1. the most –favoured nation principle – режим наибольшего благоприятствования;
2. to delegate responsibility – наделять полномочиями;

3. the Dispute Settlement Committee – Арбитражный Комитет

4. the Trade Policy review Body – Комитет по наблюдению за реализацией торгового законнодательства.

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

The EBRD was founded in 1991 with the purpose of rendering support to the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS during their transition from the centralized planned economy to the market economy.


The headquarters of the Bank are located in London. Among its 60 owners –shareholders are 58 countries, the European Investment Bank and the European Community.


The main goal of the EBRD is the financing of the projects contributing to the development of the economy. Having the maximum credit rating the Bank can attract means on the international markets of capitals at the most favourable rates. 


The branches that are financed by the EBRRD are various. But there are certain fields that are prohibited to finance:

1) defense industry;

2) tobacco industry

3) production of the means / facilities forbidden by International law;

4) gambling business;

5) production and processes that may lead to the environmental damage.

There are special requirements to the recipient of financing: 

1) the project in the private sector;

2) high degree of motivation and work experience of the management;

3) to have a share in the share capital of the enterprise.

The forms of financing are credits and investments in the share capital.

The share of the EBRD in the sponsored project usually constitutes 25-30 %, but can be increased up to 49 % in the short-term plan. It usually grants no more than two thirds of the requested sum in the form of loan proceeds and no less than one third – as the share capital. The interest rate on the credit can be either floating or fixed. The credit margin reflects both the insurance and commercial risks. The settlement of the main debt is usually made by equal portions each half year.
Text “The European Union (EU)”

The European Union is an intergovernmental and supranational union of 27 member states. It was established under that name in 1992 by the treaty on European Union (the Maastricht Treaty). The EU is the result of a progress of cooperation and integration of the European Coal and Steel Community, which began their activities in 1957 and joined together in 1967.


The six founding countries were Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Since then twenty one further states have joined in successive waves of enlargement.

1 January 1973 
Denmark, Ireland, the United Kingdom

1 January 1981 
Greece

1 January 1986 
Portugal and Spain

3 October 1990 
The former German Democratic Republic as part of unified     

                              Germany

1 January 1995 
Australia, Finland, Sweden

1 May 2004 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,  

                              Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia

1 January 2007
Bulgaria and Romania.

Croatia, FYROM and Turkey are official  candidate countries;

 Western Balkan countries of Albania, Bosnia, Montenegro and Serbia are officially recognized as potential candidates. 


To join the EU, a country must meet the requirements of the Copenhagen criteria, defined at the 1993 Copenhagen European Council, namely a stable democracy which respects human rights and the rule of law; a functioning market economy capable of competition within the EU; and the acceptance of the obligations of membership, including EU law. 


The European Union’s activities cover all areas of public policy, from health and economic policy to foreign affairs and defence. However, the extent of its powers differs greatly between areas. Depending on the area in question the EU may there resemble a federation (e.g. on monetary affairs, agricultural, trade and environmental policy, economic and social policy), a confederation (e.g. on home affairs) or an international organization (e.g. in foreign affairs).


The functioning of the European Union is supported by the five institutions, as enumerated in the Maastricht Treaty.

· The European Parliament (732 members 750 max.)

· The Council of the European Union (or Council of Ministers) (25 members)

· The European Commission 

· The European Court of Justice (incorporating the Court of First instance) (25 judges (225 judges of EFI)

· The Court of Auditors (25 members)

There are two financial bodies:

European Central Bank

European investment Bank (including the EU investment Fund)

There are also two advisory committees subjected to the institutions:

Committee of the Regions, advising on regional issues.

Economic and Social Committee, advising on economic and social policy.

Location of EU institutions.

The EU has no official capital. 

Brussels was chosen as the seat of the Single Commission and the Council of ministers.

Luxembourg is the seat of the European Court of Justice, the Secretariat of the European Parliament and the European Investment Bank

Strasbourg
 is the seat of the European Parliament and the European Court of Human Rights. It is also the seat of the Council of Europe

The EU member states have recently agreed to the text of a new constitutional treaty that if having been ratified by the member states, would have become the first official constitution of the EU replacing all previous treaties with a single document.

Text “Regional Security of the Republic of Kazakhstan”

The 21’st century is witnessing the unprecedented and extraordinary rise of Asia.  The Kazakhs lived next to quite large and powerful nations and managed to survive and retain both to their traditions and national spirit aspiring to the future.

Kazakhstan is defined by its significantly long border (total length of the border is 12 187 km.). Size of the territory and number of population also explain complexity of strengthening the state border and actual control along the border. Nevertheless, necessary actions are being taken in this respect.

Indeed since the initial days of its independence Kazakhstan has been pursuing a balanced external policy adhering to the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty, non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, taking the lead and providing all possible support for regional and global security initiatives, integration between countries, and facilitating efficient dialogue. These are principles underlying all international programs, launched by our country.

The renunciation by Kazakhstan of nuclear weapons and a constructive resolution of border problems with all its neighbors, proactive involvement under the Treaty on Collective Security, the Shanghai Organization for Cooperation, and the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA), involvement in the fight against international terrorism, the Congress of the Leaders of Global and traditional Religions held in Astana, projects for integration in the FSU and central Asian countries: all this represents the considerable contribution Kazakhstan has made to improving the situation not only in Asia but also worldwide.

Proliferation of political and religious extremism, acts of terrorism became serious threats. Due to its landlocked geographical location Kazakhstan is in the zone of drugs trafficking. To that end a number of efforts were made. 

In October 2000 the EU Drug Office in Central Asia was opened in Almaty.  

The UE Central Asia Drugs Action Plan (CADAP) started in 2001. Main objectives of the project include improvement of drugs control in the biggest airports of the region, strengthening cooperation of law enforcement agencies of Central Asian states to fight drugs trafficking, creation of single information network to coordinate work of National Security Committee, Border Service, Ministry of International Affairs and Customs Control Agency.

The international community values quite highly the contribution Kazakhstan has made to mitigating tension these days, especially the key role the country has played in mitigating the nuclear threat and providing global security. 

